
  

 
Submission 092-04 – Black Flag Rule 
ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), Rule 30.3 

A submission from the Executive Committee 

Proposal: 
30.3 Black Flag Rule 
If a black flag has been displayed before, with, or as a boat’s preparatory signal, no part 
of a boat’s hull, crew, or equipment shall be in the triangle formed by the ends of the 
starting line and the first mark during the minute before her starting signal.  If a boat 
breaks this rule and is identified, she shall be disqualified without a hearing, even if the 
race is restarted after a general recall, re-sailed or rescheduled, but not if it is postponed 
or abandoned before the starting signal.  If a general recall is signalled or the race is 
abandoned after the starting signal, the race committee shall display her sail number, and 
if the race is restarted or re-sailed, she shall not sail in it.  If she does so, her 
disqualification shall not be excluded in calculating her series score.  If this rule applies 
rule 29.1 does not. 

Current Position: 
30.3 Black Flag Rule 
If a black flag has been displayed before, with, or as a boat’s preparatory signal, no part 
of a boat’s hull, crew, or equipment shall be in the triangle formed by the ends of the 
starting line and the first mark during the minute before her starting signal.  If a boat 
breaks this rule and is identified, she shall be disqualified without a hearing, even if the 
race is restarted, re-sailed, or rescheduled, but not if it is postponed or abandoned before 
the starting signal.  If a general recall is signalled or the race is abandoned after the 
starting signal, the race committee shall display her sail number, and if the race is 
restarted or re-sailed, she shall not sail in it.  If she does so, her disqualification shall not 
be excluded in calculating her series score.  If this rule applies rule 29.1 does not. 

Reason 
The scoring system under the Black Flag Rule is not fair.  The rule should be that if a sailor 
is Black Flagged and the race subsequently abandoned then the sailor is reinstated and 
can sail the re-sailed race.  The current rule disqualifies the sailor from the re-sailed race.  
If this happens, it is an indicator that the race should never have been started in the first 
place.  
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